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Hi,

I,	too,	think	that	some	of	these	statements	should	be	taken	with	a	grain	of	salt.	Problematic	news	sources	run	
rampant	across	the	internet	with	headlines	designed	to	merely	catch	people's	attention	leaving	verifiable	
information	as	a	last	resort.	There	is	much	truth	to	be	found	in	traditions	and	some	scripture,	and	denouncing	
this	as	untrustworthy	seems	drastic.	Of	course,	not	all	religious	scripture	must	be	taken	literally,	but	the	ideas	
present	might	hold	valuable	information	not	to	be	written	off.	All	in	all,	I'm	not	certain	how	literally	these	
statements	are	to	be	taken,	though	the	main	idea	that	one	should	question	everything	and	be	mindful	of	how	
they	absorb	information	seems	plausible	to	me.	
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I found some of these statements to already align with my internal thought process while others 
strike me as somewhat radical. For example, not trusting the knowledge preposed by rumors and 
news sources seems prudent. But one of the statements declares that one should not even trust 
experts. Of course, experts are bound to err just like anyone else in reasoning, but when it comes 
to matters such as the esteemed opinions of one’s doctor or even professor, it is frightening to 
meander over the possibility that the knowledge they are feeding you is untrustworthy. I don’t 
mean to say that one should not always question the world including even those higher up on the 
intellectual hierarchy. Doctors can be wrong and that’s why people often seek out second 
opinions to confirm diagnoses. But I, rather, think that this rule should be taken with a grain of 
salt, else one might become overwhelmed by the apparent reality that little in this life can be 
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trusted to many degrees of certainty. For monks, this is a reasonable burden to bear and meditate 
through but for the average person, I don’t find it feasible to think this way.	

The biggest difference between western religion and in the Kalama I found was the statement 
that advised one not to trust even scripture. Christianity and other western religions treat their 
scripture as the ultimate source of truth, and it is certainly interesting to observe this dichotomy. 

I do think the themes in the Kalama could enhance the degree to which people are open to other 
religions and ways of belief. Liberated from the idea that there is only one implacable truth in 
this world, I think people of all religions could be more harmonious and come to see that there is 
some truth in each but no absolute certainty either. The number of incidents at the hands of 
religious violence would likely plummet, and people could better see that perhaps the most 
trustworthy truth was that within themselves.	



Field Trip Report

Submission date: 30-Oct-2021 09:02PM (UTC-0500)
Submission ID: 1688636219
File name: Field_Trip_Report.docx (818.85K)
Word count: 1035
Character count: 5078



Field Trip Report 

 RELS 2360 

Dr Thich Hang 

Dat 10/31/21 

Abstract 

The professor of the Buddhism class invited everyone in the class to visit a special 

Buddhist celebration at his temple in Sugar Land. While the field trip was not mandatory, the 

professor offered extra credit as an incentive for the class to attend. Even without the incentive, I 

still would have gone to see the temple. The name of the temple is Enlightened Buddha Temple. 

The temple is located almost forty minutes from downtown Houston, Texas. The temple had held 

a special celebration in appreciation of parents. This paper will highlight three themes I had 

learned with my time at the Enlightened Buddha Temple. 

Introduction 

One may think Buddhism is very different from other religions, but Buddhists pray just 

like other religious people do. This means Buddhism needs a place of worship just like other 

religions do. For example, Christianity has the church, while Buddhism has the temple. While 

Buddhists use the tem1 "temple," both places foster a community and allow the town to gather 

and practice its religion (Lion's Roar Staff). One aspect in which Buddhism is different however 

is that Buddhism is non-theistic (Cohen). This means that Buddhists do not directly pray to a 

God. This separates Buddhism as one of the few religions that does not worship a God. Even 

though the Buddha is seen as a cosmic being, this does not mean the Buddha is the God of all 

things. While Buddhists do pray, these prayers are instead regarded as chants or mantras. 







love everyone has for each other and even though I was an outsider, it really did not feel like I 

was one. I was welcomed with open arms. The third and final theme I observed was compassion. 

The theme of the service was in celebration of parents and the sacrifices they have to make for 

children. In the midd le of the celebration, they handed out flowers that were meant to represent 

how many parents you still had alive. Both of my parents are alive so they gave me a red flower. 

I attached this red flower to my chest. The service and flowers were meant to teach us to be 

compassionate and appreciative of what we have. 

In this picture you can see the red flower on my shirt. 
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